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it was he more than any other man who, through a famine
of all the generous enthusiasms of England, kept alive the
idea of English freedom as something splendid and very
hardly won.
But his achievements in the cause of domestic freedom
were eclipsed by what he did to inspire a nobler sentiment
in relation to foreign rule. The century he lived in was
marked by a great increase in England's responsibilities as
a ruling nation, and it was marked too by the rise of a
spirit in England that rebelled against a merely selfish and
tyrannical instinct of rule, 'mitigated by reluctant conces-
sions to the persevering discontent or turbulence of the
governed. Two movements helped to enlarge the horizon
of political sympathy: one was the emergence of a great
economic truth, the other was a moral revolution. The
philosophy of trade which Adam Smith imported from
France, and illuminated with his special genius, a philosophy
even more remarkable for its political corollaries than its
economic theorems, went to the very foundations of the
established ideas about proprietary colonies. When it is
remembered that Chatham said he would not allow a nail
to be made in America without the leave of the English
Parliament, and that Chatham's son learnt from Adam Smith
that the energy and prosperity of one country are not in-
jurious but beneficial to other countries, it is easy to see how
the old selfish view of possessions was shaken to its very
depths by the economic revolution. Pitt's name is associated
with that revolution as the statesman who attempted to give
it effect in legislation, and however little freedom has to
thank him for, his splendid service to the fostering of
enlightened notions on commerce is established beyond
question or cavil.
Fox has no share in those triumphs over ignorance and
prejudice. He never quite threw off the fallacies of Pro-
tection, and the best thing Pitt did for his country was
done under the blazing fire of Fox's misapplied eloquence.
But in the second great revolution he was the chief actor.